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Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program 

www.michigan.gov/ehdi 

 

My Baby’s Hearing 

www.babyhearing.org 

 

Healthy Hearing 

www.healthyhearing.com 

 

Hearing Loss Association of America 

www.hearingloss.org 

 

Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf 

and Hard of Hearing 

www.agbell.org 

 

Hands and Voices 

www.handsandvoices.org 

 

American Academy of Audiology 

www.audiology.org 

 

Special Education Programs 

and  Services  

Phone: 810-667-6170 

www.lcisd.k12.mi.us 

Lapeer County Intermediate School District 

Education and Technology Center 

690 N. Lake Pleasant Road 

Attica, MI  48412 

Deaf  and 

Hard of  

Hear ing 

Serv ices  

Special Education 

Programs and  

Services  

Information Resources 

Lapeer County Intermediate School District and its constituent 

districts do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, age, disability, weight, height, or marital 

status in their programs and activities.  The following persons 

have been designated to handle inquiries and assist in complet-

ing the Board-approved grievance procedure (Guidelines 

#2260B, 3122B and 4122 B) regarding the nondiscrimination 

policies: 

Michelle Proulx 
Director of Special Education  

(students) 
 

Ann M. Schwieman  
Director of Administrative Services and Personnel  

(staff) 

 

1996 W. Oregon Street 
Lapeer, MI 48446 
(810) 664-5917 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services Staff 

 

Julie Steele, MA, LSLS Cert. AVEd.  

Teacher Consultant for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

jsteele@lcisd.k12.mi.us 

 

Karen Barkowska, MA  

Teacher Consultant for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

kbarkowska@lcisd.k12.mi.us 

 

Kate Salathiel, Au.D. 

Educational Audiologist 

ksalathiel@lcisd.k12.mi.us 



Hearing and Listening 
The Foundation of Learning 

 
A child’s hearing loss may be identified 
through newborn hearing screening, 
Early On, health department screening 
or an audiological evaluation. 
 

 

How does hearing loss affect learning? 

Hearing loss may impact a child’s audi-
tory, language and speech development.  
It may also impact a child’s ability to 
progress in academic and literacy devel-
opment. Hearing loss may make hear-
ing and/or listening in a classroom set-
ting more challenging due to the pres-
ence of background noise and distance 
of the student from the teacher and/or 
speaker. Some students require special-
ized services to address these needs. 
 

 

How is eligibility for specialized ser-
vices determined? 

An educational team, including the 
educational audiologist, teacher of the 
deaf and hard of hearing, and local 
school professionals determines that the 
hearing loss interferes with develop-
ment or adversely affects educational 
performance. 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services 
 

 

Who is eligible? 

Any student age 0-26 with a documented hear-
ing loss which can be shown to have an impact 
on learning. 

 

Requirements for Eligibility 

 Reports from the ENT physician 
 Diagnostic audiological evaluation 
 Reports from the educational team 

 

Is all hearing loss the same? 

No.  Hearing losses range from difficulty hear-
ing soft sounds (mild loss) to inability to hear 
loud sounds (profound deafness).  Hearing loss 
may also be categorized as sensorineural, con-
ductive or mixed.  It may be permanent, fluctu-
ating, stable, or progressive.  Hearing loss may 
occur in one or both ears. 

 

How is hearing loss managed? 

Hearing aids, cochlear implants and personal 
fm systems are technologies used to make 
speech and environmental sound audible to a 
child with a hearing loss.  Visual supports may 
be used for children who do not have full ac-
cess to auditory information. 

 

 

Early Intervention Services 

 Parent-Infant services 
 Auditory Verbal Therapy 
 Transition to school based pro-

grams 
 

Audiological Services 

 Comprehensive assessment 
 Personal amplification recom-

mendations 
 Fitting of hearing assistance 

technology 
 Consultation to student, school 

staff and families 
 

Teacher Consultant Services 

 Provide training to school staff 
regarding hearing loss and its 
implications 

 Direct services to meet individ-
ual listening and learning needs 

 Support amplification use in 
the classroom 

 Monitor student progress to-
ward general education stan-
dards. 


